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‘FIRST CLASS Education’

 

NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the February edition of the Putteridge High School Newsletter.  As I write to you the sun is shining 
and it really feels like we are heading to the first few days of spring in earnest.  

As a school we continue to grow, our student numbers for our new year 7 intake have been shared with us and 
it is fantastic to be able to inform you that we will be full for the first time in over a decade with our new year 
7s next year.  We are now genuinely the school of choice for local families which has been an aspiration of 
mine and my colleagues for these last 4 years. Thank you so much for your support, loyalty and commitment 
to Putteridge High School as it is with this that we have renewed a first class reputation for the school.
 
With this growth in mind please would you consider making arrangements to pick up your child at the end 
of the school day at a distance away from the school entrance. Congestion is now quite considerable and if 
parents would pick up at a different location it would be enormously appreciated.
 
This week we had 4 contractors in with the Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) discussing and 
bidding for the new school build. In time it will come down to 2 contractors and then the ESFA will select the 
preferred contractor and we will work closely with them to formulate plans for the new school build. I’m sure 
you will agree that this is very exciting news for the school and the community.
 
I’d like to apologise if your son/daughter has experienced their normal teacher being absent these last few 
weeks. We have made reducing cover a key priority for the school and over this last year things have 
dramatically improved. However, these last few weeks have been very challenging, cover has been too high 
and we are putting measures in place to ensure there is less cover going forward.
 
Over half term we had a further £50,000 investment in to our ICT infrastructure. We now have a stable and 
secure platform that we can build upon to facilitate exciting teaching and learning opportunities.  
 
I was delighted to hear about the success of our senior debating team who had the highest team performance 
this week, beating local Trust rivals and doing Putteridge High School proud. Thank you to Ms Montague for 
preparing them so well for this competition.
 
Yesterday we were fortunate to have Mike Haines come in and talk to both our year 9 and 10 students on 
Global Acts of Unity.  Our students were able to listen to a powerful, poignant and terribly heartfelt message 
from Mike and I was incredibly proud to hear how each year group responded and behaved in what was a 
very challenging message to hear. They behaved with such dignity and interest, displaying a real maturity 
throughout the presentation.
 
For those of you who have children in year 11, please continue to have high expectations of home learning. 
We are nearing the public examinations and every evening should now be filled with at least some revision 
leading right up to the examination season in the summer.  Please make sure they revise hard for the mock 
examinations starting next week, the more work completed now the more likely they are to secure their target 
grade in their final examination. 

David Graham
Headteacher



Spring Term 

Closes - Friday 5th April 2019    

Summer Term 

Starts - Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Half Term - Monday 27th May 2019– Friday 31st May 2019 

Closes - Tuesday 23rd July 2019  

Training days (School closed for students, 
excluding those taking public examinations) 

Friday 7th June 2019 

TERM DATES 2019

FOR INFORMATION

Friday 22nd March – Deadline to hand in the options form to the Central 
Admin Office

Friday 29th March – Majority of Year 8 students to be interviewed

 YEAR 8 - GCSE OPTIONS 
REMINDERS



Monday 11th March - Friday 22nd March - Year 11 Mock 
GCSE Examinations

Wednesday 13th March - Alter Ego County Lines Production for
Year 9 students 

Wednesday 13th March - Years 10 & 11 GCSE Drama Trip

Monday 25th March - Friday 5th April - Year 10 Work Experience
 

Wednesday 27th March - Secondary Wellbeing Day - Year 8

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURE  

In exceptional circumstances it may be necessary to close the school during normal hours. In these 
instances, i.e. due to severe weather conditions, we shall inform parents via our website, school 
Facebook and Twitter pages. In addition, we will endeavour to contact you by email/text.   

ATTENDANCE 

It is through good attendance that students maximise their full potential, enhancing their life chances 
for the future. Missing school means missing out on learning and this can have an impact on a child’s 
development and attainment. There is a strong statistical link between attendance and attainment. The 
law states that children of statutory school age, who are on roll at a school or academy, must attend 
regularly and punctually. Regular attendance is important because it is the best way of ensuring children 
make the most of the educational opportunities available to them. 

STUDENT ABSENCE/MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

Please remember to call school on 01582 415791 and select option 1 for Attendance, as soon as 
possible in the morning, and by 8.30am, should your child be unwell and not able to attend school.
 
Medical evidence is required for absences over 3 days if your child has over 92% attendance.  Where a 
student’s attendance is under 92%, medical evidence is required for every absence. Students must also 
provide, to Mrs Hake, Attendance Officer, copies of appointment cards/ hospital letters on or before the 
day of the appointment.

AFTER SCHOOL PICK-UP

At the end of the school day we are still experiencing high levels of congestion outside the front of the 
school. Please endeavour to park a reasonable distance away from the school to avoid unnecessary 
traffic at all times. In addition, please remind students that they are not to walk across either the staff or 
recreation car park at any time. 

DATES FOR MARCH

FOR INFORMATION



FOR INFORMATION

Edulink

As many of you are aware, we began using Edulink for 
communicating with parents and carers at the start of 
term.  

Edulink is used to send emails and text messages, in 
addition to allowing you to view the following information 
on your child/children, using just one login:

• Timetable
• Achievement Points
• Behaviour Points
• Contact information - check we hold the correct  

contact numbers and email addresses for you
• Parents’ Evenings - for booking timeslots at the year 

group Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings.
• Links to other internet based systems used by 

school.

Available as a free app for Apple and Android phones or 
via the internet, Edulink will help keep you informed on 
a day to day basis.

If you do not have a username and 
password for Edulink please contact 

the Central Admin team:
centraladmin@putteridgehigh.org

www.edulinkone.com/#!/login

www.putteridgehigh.org
Visit the school website for:

Key Contact Information
Latest News

School Calendar and Term Dates
School Lunch Menu

Supported Learning at Home
Notices

Newsletter
Useful Links



Like our page on 
Facebook:

 Putteridge High School                                                                                                                                 

Follow our Twitter feeds:
@PutteridgeHSch
@PutteridgePE
                                                                                                                                 

FOR INFORMATION

Supporting Learning at Home

What is my child studying at school?

You can find out details of all the topics covered in every year group and subject on our 
school website on the 'home learning' pages.  There are also ideas that will support or extend 
your child's learning linked to each topic, this is great for those students who may be really 
interested in a topic and want to find out more, or for those students who have had a period 
of absence or feel that they are struggling to understand a particular aspect of the work and 
would like to revise over it again.

What is my child's homework?

You can see all of your child's homework on the 'Show My Homework' site.  This can be 
accessed through the school website on the 'home learning' 
page or via an app on your mobile phone.  The homework 
may have worksheets or suggested websites linked to help 
with the work.  If you require your log in details please 
email: centraladmin@putteridgehigh.org



SAFEGUARDING

POLICE 
Emergency 999 / Non Emergency 101 
https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/information-and-services/Contact/Contact 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 

KEEPING SAFE AWAY FROM HOME (NSPCC) 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/staying-safe-away-fromhome/ 

CHILDLINE
Childline is a free, private and confidential service for young people. Whatever the worry 
https://www.childline.org.uk/ or Phone 0800 1111 

MULTI-AGENCY SAFEGUARDING HUB (MASH) 
Protecting vulnerable children is everyone’s business, and we all need to be alert, to know what 
to look out for and where to go for advice, as well as having the confidence to report any acts of 
abuse safe in the knowledge that they will be acted on. If you are concerned about the welfare of 
a child (0 to 18 years old) please call the MASH on 01582 547653. The number to call for out of 
normal working hours emergencies is 0300 300 8123 

MIND 
We’re MIND the Mental Health Charity, we won't give up until everyone experiencing a mental 
health problem receives support and respect. https://www.mind.org.uk/ 

ONLINE SAFETY
Childnet International has produced guidance for parents and carers on looking after the digital 
wellbeing of children and young people. This includes having an awareness of how being online 
can make children and young people feel, and how they can look after themselves and others 
when online. The guidance includes: age specific information about how children and young peo-
ple are interacting with the internet; top tips to support young people at this age; and ideas to help 
start a conversation about digital wellbeing.

Source: www.saferinternet.org.uk



EXAM INFORMATION

Exam Series Year Group Dates Results

GCSE Internal Exams Year 11 11th - 22nd March 2019 Via Departments

GCSE 3D Design Year 11 1st & 2nd April 2019 22nd August 2019

GCSE Art & Design Year 11 3rd & 4th April 2019 22nd August 2019

UK Maths Challenge 
(Junior)

Years 7 & 8 30th April 2019 Via Department

Summer Exams
GCSE/GCE/F.SKILLS/
BTEC/ELC

Year 11 13th May - 26th June 2019 22nd August 2019

BTEC Sport Year 11 Sport results to Exams Office by 
20th June 2019

22nd August 2019

End of Year Tests Years 7 & 9 7th - 17th May 2019 Via Departments

End of Year Tests Years 8 & 
10

17th - 28th June 2019 Via Departments

Examination Key Dates 2018-2019



GEOGRAPHY TRIP

On Wednesday 1st May, Year 10 students will be going on a GCSE field trip to the Queen Eliza-
beth Olympic Park, London.

This is a reminder that reply slips and payment are due by Tuesday 12th March.  This is a 
fantastic opportunity for students to gain first hand knowledge of one of their case studies and to 
develop their fieldwork skills which is a key component in papers 1 and 2.

Mrs Adams and Miss Pack

 YEAR 10 - GCSE Geography Trip 
Wednesday 1st May

EXTENDED LEARNING

Congratulations to all those students who entered the extended learning competition this half 
term.  The aim of the competition is to encourage students to continue to learn around the topics 
they are studying at school in their own time.  This half term entries included:

A project to photograph nature - Art & Design
A visit to Duxford Museum - History
A visit to St Albans Cathedral - RE
Baking a cake - Food Technology
Researching brand imaging - Textiles
A trip to France including practice speaking French - Languages
Creating a bank of key words - Languages
A book or film review - English

More ideas for how to extend your learning throughout this half term and over the Easter break 
can be found on the home learning tab of the school website:  
www.putteridgehigh.org/home-learning

EXTENDED LEARNING COMPETITION

Miss Pack



MUSIC

CHILTERN TRUST MUSIC CONCERT

Congratulations to the Putteridge High School Choir for an outstanding performance in the Chiltern 
Trust Music Concerts. 

The choir gave an exemplary performance of three songs from musicals; ‘You Can’t Stop the Beat’ 
from Hairspray, ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow’ from the Wizard of Oz and ‘A Million Dreams’ from 
The Greatest Showman. 

A special mention goes to Michal, in Red House, for his excellent performance; in Mr Graham’s 
words “Michal stole the show”!  He was supported by two of our excellent students, Saphi M and 
Jake W, from 4.45pm until the performance began at 6.00pm, practising the songs. Mrs Solanki is 
so proud of Saphi, Jake and Michal!

The presentation of the whole choir was excellent and each member was an excellent 
ambassador for Putteridge. Well done Choir!

Mrs S Mead
Music

MATHS

On Thursday Seventh of February eighty-eight of the best mathematicians in Years nine and ten 
sat the Mathematics Trust challenge.

In one hour students had to attempt at least fifteen extremely tricky maths problems.
Twenty-two of the students achieved Bronze or Silver certificates by scoring a certain amount of 
correct answers.

Anshul from Year nine gained the highest score in the school and qualified for the Grey Kanga-
roo at the end of March.

What do the numerical words in this article add up to?*

*The answer can be found later in this Newsletter!

UKMT INTERMEDIATE CHALLENGE

Mr N Day
Maths



E-SAFETY

Safer Internet Day 2019 was on the 5th February.  This year, five Year 9 students, Harris, Emaan, 
Sarah, Wiktoria and Vidhi worked with Ms Heartfield to deliver a student led assembly to each 
one of the four Putteridge Houses.

The focus this year was on young people taking responsibility for creating a “kinder” internet and 
ensuring that they think carefully before interacting with social media. The message was one of 
consent and asked students to consider whether they had been given permission to re share or 
post images or other private information.

The assembly was very well received by students and staff with many students taking the oppor-
tunity to change their social media habits and activities and asking questions afterwards.

All of the Year 9 students were an absolute credit to themselves and the school. They really were 
First Class! This is an incredibly important subject in the 21st century world that we live in and we 
couldn’t be more proud of our students and their performance.

Ms Heartfield
Computing 

SAFER INTERNET DAY



SPORTS

Putteridge High School and Chiltern Learning Trust were delighted and proud to host a mini 
Cricket World Cup event in the February half term. 

Thanks to Cricket East and Lord Taverners for their support during the event. Our children were 
so excited to be part of this and to see the actual world cup! Our PE staff and Headteacher were 
just as excited! Another huge step in the outstanding Putteridge High journey - David Graham, 
Headteacher. 

Well done to the students who took part:
 
 Harvey, Green House
 Ryan, Red House
 Rhonesha, Green House
 Umair, Yellow House
 Hamza, Blue House
 Yash, Red House
 Numan, Blue House  
 Muhammad, Yellow House

ICC CRICKET WORLD CUP TROPHY TOUR

L to R: England player Sam Billings, Mr Graham, Legendary England 
fast bowler Devon Malcom 

Josh, Year 7, recently competed at the Armada Cup diving competition in Plymouth on the 1m, 
3m and platform boards. Diving against elite divers Josh secured three PB’s, including platform by 
27.45 points, and has successfully qualified to compete at Nationals in Sheffield. 

Josh said ‘I love competing. It makes all the hard work in training worth it.’ Josh is working hard 
learning new dives as he has been selected to represent Luton Diving Club to compete in the 
Sofia Diving Cup held in Bulgaria during July.

DIVING SUCCESS!



DEBATE TEAM

The Year 10 debate team took part in the first round of the Luton inter-schools debate at Luton 
Sixth Form College on Monday 4th March. They beat Challney Boys High School and are through 
to the quarter finals. 

Not only did they beat Challney Boys, who have taken first place for the last 2 years, they also 
achieved the highest overall score of the day! Luton Sixth Form voted Putteridge High School the 
highest scoring school in all 4 categories:

Reasoning and Evidence
Organisation and Prioritisation
Listening and Response 
Expression and Delivery

Well done to Josh, Brandon, Mate, Oliwia, Dara and Tomaz. 
Ms Montague

LUTON INTER-SCHOOLS DEBATE

UKMT INTERMEDIATE CHALLENGE

Answer to the question is:
Total of numerical words is 161



JOB VACANCIES



JOB VACANCIES


